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SUBJECT! 1, ALBANIAN PRESIDENT'S HEALTH CONDITION 

2. GROPING IMPORTANCE OF HOXHA'S SUBSTITUTE. RAMIZ 
ALIA. 

RCffl DIRECTOR 621681 

1. THE FOLLOW I NO WAS CONTAINED IN ITAL**“ EMBASSY TIRANA 

TELEGRAM 225, OATEO.I# JULY AND PROVIDED BY & 3 ON 26 

JULY. IT IS BEING SENT IN VIEW OF RECENT INTEREST (EXPRESSED REF I 
IN STATE ALBANIAN PRESIDENT ENVEP 4 (HOXHA'S) I HEALTH. 

2. THE FOLLOWING IS FROM A GENERALLY RELIABLE SOURCE WITH 
GOOD ACCESS TO THE INFORMATION. ACCORDING TO WESTERN DIPLOMATS 
IN TIRANA. BECAUSE ALBANIAN PRESIDENT ENVEP ((HOXHAI) BAS UNABLE 
TO ATTEND THE CONCLUDING CONCERT OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

FOUNDING OF THE POPULAR ARMY. AND BASED ON BULGARIAN RUMORS 

OF HOXHA'S SUDDEN HEALTH DETERIORATION. DIPLOMATIC SOURCES HAD 
REPORTED THE DEATH OF THE ALBANIAN PARTY CHIEF. DUE TO THE 
ALLEGED PRESENCE in TIRANA OF A PROMINENT FRENCH DOCTOR WHD 

arrived on a special flismt. it is believed that the rumors 

Wi:3£ PICKED UP OUTSIDE ALBANIA. POSSIBLY HAVING BEEN SPAWNED 
IN PARIS. THE french, however, REMAIN EVASIVE, THEREBY FUELING 
JOURNALISTIC SPECULATION. IN TIRANA, HOWEVep. THE GNERAL SITUATION 
APPEARS CALM, AS IS ALSO THE CASE IN ALBANIAN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES. 
nor IS THERE ANY INCREASE IN MOVEMENT ON ROUTES LEAPING INTO THE 
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CAPITAL. PUBLIC PLACES and hotels. 



3. COM MEM OR AT I VE CELEBRATIONS HELD IN EARLY JULY 1983 ORE* 
ATTENTION TO HOXHA'S PUBLIC APPEARANCE AMONG THE DIPLOMATIC 
COOPS— NO MORE THAN THREE TIMES— AND TO OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES IN 
WHICH ME APPEARED ON TV. WHAT IS NOTEWORTHY IS THE INCREASING 
IMPORTANCE WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO RAMIZ ((ALIA) I* CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE SECRETARY ANO PRESIDENT OF THE PRESIDIUM. HDXHA HAS 
BEEN APPEARING WITH A WEAK* FIXED S«ILE ON HIS PACE ANO HIS 
MOVEMENTS WERE VERY SLOW. WHILE ALIA APPEARED TO BE DYNAMIC AND 
SURE OF HIMSELF. LATELY ALIA MAS BEEN GIVING ALL SPEECHES TO 
THE GOVERNMENT AND TO THE COUNTRY. 

■ r 

*. WHATEVER the DICTATOR'S PHYSICAL CONDITION MAY BE. AS OF 
MID-JULY HE FAS IN The SOUTHEASTERN PART OF ALBANIA ON LAKE 
POGRAOEC. BESIDES THE HOT WEATHER IN ALBANI A. ' NECESSITATING THE 
MOVE TO A COOLER LOCATION. IT APPEARS THAT MOXKA IS INCAPABLE 
OF FACING ANY MAJOR STRAINS. THEREFORE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THE PRO-SOVIET GROUP LED BY ALI* HAS ALREADY BEGUN PREPARING 

for a post— ho* ha period im such a »ay as not to traumatize 

ALBANIA. 
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